
Timbali Crafts
stories & faces

Pictures and bios are laid out in 1/4 page sized cards 
and are in alphabetical order by first name, 

for easy display or distribution at a bag sale, etc. 

Pictures and bios are not available for all women at this time. 



Busisiwe Magagula is 38 years old.She is married with four
children who all live at home. She also cares for a neice
who is HIV positive and a single mother as a result of
being raped by her father. Busisiwe's husband works as a
mechanic, but is often sick. Busisiwe has volunteered at her
neighborhood care point since 2002,and started doing so
because she was a leader in her church and wanted to be
involved in this ministry her Pastor was starting.

BUSISIWE MAGAGULA

Jabulile Gamedze is 45 years old,the mother of11 chil-
dren,grandmother of5 and was widowed in 1998.Jabulile
cares for all of her grandchildren,one who is an orphan
and the others who have been abandoned by their parents.
Jabulile has one son that is employed and lives in her home.
Jabulile has volunteered at her neighborhood care point for
orphans and vulnerable children since 2002,and started
volunteering because she wants to help stop povert, and
offer some education to the children at the care point who
can’t go to school.

JABULILE GAMEDZE

Jabulile Nkambule is 41 years old.She is married,but her
husband has left her to take another wife.She has no chil-
dren and lives by herself. Jabulile has volunteered at her
neighborhood care point for orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren since 2002.She started volunteering because she loves
children and has never had any of her own.

JABULILE NKAMB ULE

Girly Dlamini is 41 years old and was widowed in 2006.
She is the single mother of5 children.Girly also cares for
two of her nephews-one whose parents are not too poor to
care for him,and another who is in a wheelchair. Girly has
been a volunteer at her neighborhood care point since
2002,and says she volunteers because she wants to help the
children without parents get food and education.

GIRLY DLAMINI
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Jabulile Simelane is 39 years old and the mother of4 chil-
dren.She was widowed in 2004 and also cares for 2 of her
husbands children from another marriage, whose mother
has also passed away.Money she earns by sewing bags for
Timbali crafts is the only income for her family. Jabulile has
volunteered at her neighborhood care point for orphans
and vulnerable children since since 2002.She saw it as such
a good way to help care for the orphans in their communi-
ty. She knows that if she passes away,her children will also
be orphans, and she would want them to be cared for.

JABULILE SIMELANE

Jane Dlamini is 63 years old.She is the mother of8 and
has many grandchildren.She is not married.Her three
youngest children still live at home, but no one in the
household is employed.Jane has volunteered at her neigh-
borhood care point for orphans and vulnerable children
since 2002,and says she volunteers because she grew up in
a poor family and feels pity for children she sees growing
up in hard circumstances.

JANE DLAMINI

Juliet Msibi is 40 years old.She was abandoned by her hus-
band in 2003,and is now the single mother offour chil-
dren who all live at home. Two other children have passed
away. Two of Juliet's nieces and nephews whose mom is an
alcoholic also live with her family. Juliet occasionally works
as a cook for short term mission teams working in her
community. She has been a volunteer at her neighborhood
care point since 2002,and says she started volunteering
because she wanted to help the needy children.

JULIET MSIBI

Khelina Ziyane is 64 years old.She and her husband have
seven children living, and four who have passed away. They
also care for two grandchildren who have been orphaned,
and four others whose father supports them while working
elsewhere.Khelina's husband is unemployed.Khelina has
volunteered at her neighborhood care point since 2002,and
says she volunteers because when she helps, she also
receives help.

KHELIN A ZIYANE



Khanyisile Khumalo is 35 years old and the mother of8
children.She is married,but her husband is unemployed,so
besides the income from the crafts Khanyisile sells, their
family had no income. Khanyisile has been a volunteer at
her neighborhood care point since 2004 and said she start-
ed volunteering in hopes that she would be able to receive
help in paying her children's school fees.

KHANYISILE KHUMAL O

Linah Dlamini is 54 years old.She has 2 grown children
and many grandchildren.Linah also cares for 2 of her
nieces and nephews who have been orphaned.Her hus-
band is retired and their family lives off of his small pen-
sion,and any money that Linah earns from selling her bags.
Linah has been volunteering at her neighborhood care
point since 2003,and says she volunteers so that the chil-
dren will be cared for and not have to become thieves to
provide for themselves.

LIN AH DLAMINI

Lindiwe Mathula is 37 years old and the mother of9 chil-
dren,with the 10th on the way.Her husband is employed
as a night watchman,but he also has other wives that he
supports with this income. Lindiwe has been a volunteer at
her neighborhood care point since 2002,and says she start-
ed volunteering to help those who are sick and children
who are in need.

LINDIWE METHULA

Lindiwe Shabangu is 36 years old.She is married with 3
children.Her husband is unemployed,so the money she
earns selling the bags she makes is the only income for her
household.Lindiwe has volunteered at her neighborhood
care point since 2005,and says she started volunteering
because she wanted to help the very poor children with no
parents.

LINDIWE SHAB ANGU



Lomthantazo Nkambule is 63 years old.She is married,but
her husband also has other wives. Five of Lomthan tazo's
11 children have passed away,and she is the primary care
giver for 11 ofher grandchildren,who have either been
orphaned or abandoned.Lomthantazo has volunteered at
her neighborhood care point since 2005,and decided to
help because she saw many other children in the same situ-
ation as her grandchildren,and wanted to do something
about it.

LOMTHAND AZO NKAMB ULE

Lucy Dlamini is 67 years old.She was widowed in 1991 and
was one ofher husband's multiple wives. She has 2 chil-
dren living, and 3 who have passed away.Lucy cares for 3
grandchildren who have been orphaned.The money Lucy
makes from selling bags is the only source of income for
her household.Lucy has been volunteering at her neighbor-
hood care point since 2004,and says she does so because
she wanted to help the orphans.

LUCY DLAMINI

Lungile Mngometulu is 31 years old and the single mother
of 3 children.She lives with her father, who is unemployed.
Lungile also helps care for her 9 year old sister, and has
done so since her mother died.The money Lungile makes
from selling her crafts is the only source of income for her
family.She has been a volunteer at her neighborhood care
point since 2002.

LUNGILE MNGOMETUL U

Lungile Thwala is 36 years old,married,and the mother of
6 children.Her husband works as a brick layer. Lungile has
volunteered at her neighborhood care point since 2003,and
says she started volunteering because whe wanted to help
others.

LUNGILE THW ALA



Makhosazane Mamba is 34 years old.She is married,but
her husband works in Johannesburg,South Africa,which is
5 hrs away,so he is only home occasionally.Makhosazame
has 5 children,all living at home with her. She has been a
volunteer at her neighborhood care point since 2002 and
says she does so because she wanted to help with the needs
of the community.

MAKHOSAZANE MAMB A

Makoti Zwane is 69 years old.Only 6 of her 9 children are
still living, and she is the primary care giver for one ofher
orphaned grandchildren.Makoti was abandoned by her
husband over 20 years ago.One of her sons is in prison.
Money Makoti makes from selling bags is her family's only
source of income. Makoti has volunteered at her neighbor-
hood care point for orphans and vulnerable children since
2002,and says she started volunteering to help provide
food for her family and to be around other women in simi-
lar circumstances.

MAKOTI ZW ANE

Minah Thwala is 57 years old.She is the mother of12 chil-
dren,2 who have passed away.She was widowed many
years ago,and no one in her household is employed except
for occasional odd jobs. She also cares for the blind child
of one of her in- laws. Minah has volunteered at her neigh-
borhood care point for orphans and vulnerable children
since 2003.She saw others working and decided she should
join as well.

MIN AH THW ALA

Ncobile Gamedze is 30 years old and a single mother of
four children.She lives with her parents and one brother.
She also helps care for 21 neices and nephews who also live
on their homestead.All of the children are orphans and
under the age of 13.Her brother is the only one in their
household who is employed.Ncobile has volunteered at
her neighborhood care point for orphans and vulnerable
children since 2005.She volunteers because she feels pity
for all of the children without mothers,and wants to help
them be something in the future.

NCOBILE GAMEDZE
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Nelta Dlamini is 52 years old,and has been widowed twice,
most recently in 2006.She has 6 children living, and one
who has passed away.Nelta take care of 8 of her grand-
children who have either been orphaned or whose parents
are sick. The money Nelta makes from selling bags is the
only source of income for her household.She has been a
volunteer at her neighborhood care point since 2005 and
says she started volunteering because she wanted to help
the orphans.

NEL TA DLAMINI

Nomsa Malaza is 31 years old and the mother of5 chil-
dren.Her husband Walter is a local pastor who oversees 8
care points and their volunteers that feed hundreds orphans
and vulnerable children in their rural community. Nomsa
has volunteered at her neighborhood care point since it
began in 2002,and says she does so to help the needy chil-
dren around her.

NOMSA MALAZA

Nomsa Shagangu is 54 years old.She is the mother of9
children,one who has passed away.She has 13 grandchil-
dren,all of whom live with her and have either been
orphaned or left by their parents. Nomsa's husband is not
employed,nor is anyone else in their household.Nomsa
has volunteered at her neighborhood care point for
orphans and vulnerable children since 2002 and does so
because she loves children.

NOMSA SHABANGU

Nomsa Zwane is 36 years old.She is marr ied and the
mother of6 children.She also cares for the child of her
sister-in-law who has been orphaned.Nomsa's husband is
unemployed,and money she earns from selling her bags is
the primary source of income for her household.Nomsa
has volunteered at her neighborhood care point since 2002
and started volunteering because she learned about the
needs ofher community and wanted to help meet them.

NOMSA ZWANE



Philar Nkambule is 62 years old and a widow. She has 5
grown children.With the help ofone of her daughters,
Philar takes care of 9 of her grandchildren who have either
been orphaned or abandoned.Philar is HIV positive and
suffers from severe asthma.Philar occasionally receives
money from her children,but the money she makes from
sewing and selling bags is the only consistent income for
her household.She has been a volunteer at her neighbor-
hood care point since 2002.

PHILAR NKAMB ULE

Phumilile Ngwenya is 52 years old,married,the mother of
seven.Phumilile cares for 3 of her grandchildren whose
have no fathers,and whose mothers work in other areas.
The family has some income from odd jobs, but nothing
consistent.Phumilile has volunteered at her neighborhood
care point since 2004.She started volunteering because she
felt pity for the orphan children.Phumilile grew up without
a mother and did not have a nice life,and wants to help the
children she sees growing up in similar circumstances as
she did.

PHUMILILE NGWENY A

Phyllis Malinga is 36 years old.She has is the single mother
of one teenage daughter. Phyllis lives with her mother and
sister, and also helps care for her sister's children.No one
in their household works. Phyllis has volunteered at her
neighborhood care point for orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren since 2002,and is the chair woman ofall the volun-
teers.Phyllis started volunteering because ofher love for
her community, and because she saw many children who
were needy,sick, living alone, and needed care.

PHYLLIS MALINGA

Ruby Nkambule is 77 years old,and a former school
teacher. She has never been married,or had any children of
her own,but she currently cares for 3 nephews whose par-
ents are too poor to care for them.At times, Ruby has had
as many as 8 children living in her home. The money Ruby
makes from selling her bags is the only income for her
household.Ruby started volunteering at her neighborhood
care point in 2002 because she wanted to help the children
who are HIV positive.

RUBY NKAMB ULE
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Sibongile Shoba is 44 years old and was widowed in 2004.
She is the single mother of9 children.No one in her
household is employed,so the money Sibongile makes
from the bags she sells is the only income for her house-
hold.She has volunteered at her neighborhood care point
since 2004.

SIBONGILE SHOB A

Sphiwe Thwala is 60 years old,the mother of9 children,
and grandmother to 13.She was widowed in 1996,and 4 of
her children have also passed away.She cares for 7 of her
grandchildren who have been orphaned.Sphiwe has volun-
teered at her neighborhood care point for orphans and vul-
nerable children since 2002,and says she started volunteer-
ing because there was no one to take care of her grandchil-
dren,and she saw this as a way to help care for them.
Money Sphiwe makes from selling the bags she makes is
the only source of income for her household.

SPHIWE THW ALA

S'thembile Ziyane is 42 years old and the mother of8 chil-
dren.She was widowed in 2005,and there is no one in her
household that is employed.Thembile has volunteered at
her neighborhood care point for orphans and vulnerable
children since 2002 and started volunteering to help her
children.

S’THEMBILE ZIY ANE

Thembie Mngometulu is 30 years old and the single mother
of 2 children.Thembie has also cared for her 10 year old
sister since her mother died.The money Thembie earns
selling her bags is the primary source of income for her
family. Thembie has volunteered at her neighborhood care
point since 2002,and says she does so because she wants
to help with the needs ofher community.

THEMBIE MNGOMETUL U



Thoko Shaya is 51 years old.She has 7 children living, one
that has passed away,and one grandchild.Thoko is mar-
ried,but her husband is unable to work because ofan
injury. The money Thoko makes from selling bags is the
only source of income for their household.Thoko cares
for 3 children who belonged to a brother who has passed
away.She has volunteered at her neighborhood care point
for orphans and vulnerable children since 2002,and says
she volunteers because she wanted to help the needy chil-
dren and her own family.

THOK O SHAYA

Thulie Mabuza is 36 years old,and has 4 young children.
She has been widowed twice, first in 2002 when the father
of her three oldest children died and again in 2005 by the
father of her youngest child,born in 2005.Thulie's 3 older
children are able to attend school as a result ofdonations
made for their school fees. Thulie is HIV positive.Besides
help they receive from the church, money Thulie makes
from bags she sells is the only income for her and her fami-
ly. Thulie has volunteered at her neighborhood care
point for orphans and vulnerable children since 2002.

THULIE MAB UZA

Xolisile Gamedze is 24 years old and the single mother of
1 child.She lives at home with her parents and also helps
to care for the 10 other children who live in her household.
No one in her household works, so the money Xolisile
earns from the bags she sells is a primary source of income
for her family.Xolisile has been a volunteer at her neigh-
borhood care point since 2005 and enjoys her work there.

XOLSILE GAMEDZE

Zanele Simelane is 36 years old,married,and the mother of
6 children.Her husband is unemployed and besides the
income from bags Zanele makes, the family's only income
is from fried bread cakes that she sells. Zanele has been a
volunteer at her neighborhood care point since 2003.She
says she started volunteering because she thinks about how
someday her children could be orphans, and she would
want them to be helped.

ZANELE DLAMINI



Zodwa Shabangu is 22 years old and the single mother of2
children.She lives with her mother and helps to care for 13
of her nieces and nephews whose parents have either
passed away or are working elsewhere. They receive no f
inancial help with the children,and the money they make
from sewing bags is the only income for their household.
Zodwa has volunteered at her neighborhood care point for
orphans and vulnerable children since 2004,and does so
because she loves children.

ZODWA SHABANBU


